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1.

2.

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, let us
begin today’s program.
Today, I would like to talk about education by

exploring the meaning of education.

I would like to propose to a question to begin
my talk. How have you come to be the person
you are now? Have you ever pondered that
question? In other words, how do you think
What about

your way of thinking? Is your character a

your character was formed?

result of the way in which your parents
brought you up? Or was it influenced by the
teachers you have had in your school years?

In fact, your parents and your teachers have
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made some contribution to your character
development.

However, there are many other influences
and factors. You are also affected by your
friends, your social environment, and the
culture you live in. Essentially as we grow
up our individual character is subject to
influence of many people and factors.

Hence we exist and act in a complex
environment in which our encounters with

all

occurs

nature, culture mixed

Our

learning and responding in this process.

people, are

together. growth through
Our growth and development are affected by
people, environment and situations that are
not generally considered to be factors in our
education.

Then, what this is the meaning of education
on the basis of what I have just described?
The encyclopedia of education says that “The
action or function that enables human beings
acquire the abilities which are not innate to
them. The abilities mentioned here involve
physical, intellectual, and emotional ones
that are necessary for survival. If you call
acquisition of them learning, education can

be understood as action to promote and help

learning.”

Education can be defined as an act of
enabling human beings to acquire things
which are not biologically innate to them.
This is a basic definition that may be
acceptable to many of us.

human beings

For example, left alone,

cannot acquire knowledge on geography,
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writing and grammar, or develop social
skills.
are learned. We are taught to say ‘good
We

use these phrases in our social interactions

Even the rules of social interaction

morning’, ‘good night’ and ‘I am sorry’.

repeatedly.

As I have stated previously, human beings
grow and develop while they learn. However,
to be able to act and behave in the manner 1
have mentioned, human beings cannot rely
only on spontaneous learning.

Therefore, as the definition I mentioned
shows, the word education means an act of
promoting — sometimes forcing — your
learning.

One thing we need to bear in mind when we
think about the word education is that there
exists an intention on the part of those who
educate.

Parents who bring up their children, and the
teachers who educate them at school justify
their efforts with statements such as “This is
useful (or necessary) for your future,”
“This is the right thing to do”.

For

children who steal from others. No normal

or

example, parents will scold their
parent is likely to praise a child who steals.
This is because parents are convinced of the
fact that the rule “Do not steal” is
indispensable in society and think that they
have an obligation to teach this absolute rule
to their children. Therefore, parents firmly
believe that disciplining children is part of
their education.

In addition, teachers teach arithmetic not

because they love it and want to tell someone
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about it but because the knowledge of
arithmetic is necessary for social interaction
and hence the society requires teachers to
have their students acquire this particular
skill.

The content of education depends on place
and time.

For example, in Japan, it i1s socially
acceptable to not to suppress any eating
sounds while enjoying a bowl of noodles.
People slurp while they eat. It is quite
normal. But dining etiquette in other
cultures may often expect diners to pay
attention to not making any sounds while
consuming food. Such social expectations
are culturally dependent. If a child is born
and grows up in a country where social
norms require them to have particular
etiquette for certain actions, the teaching of
this norm is the object of education.

The knowledge of computer usage was not
necessary for general population three
The

rise of such a necessity led to the formation of

decades ago. This is no longer the case.

a syllabus and teaching methods for basic
computer education.

We need to remind ourselves that education
involves social intention despite the fact the

content and context of education differs.

This is a very basic but important fact.
Theories of education generally state that
parents should educate children according to
what children find interesting and worth
pursuing in life. I am not saying this is

wrong.
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However, if you solely emphasize what

children find interesting, this cannot really
be called education. Education which focuses
on what they see as interesting is possible on
the assumption that we act intentionally.

Once you forget this, emphasizing their
interests in life means non-intervention and
as a result the educator is acting
irresponsibility. For the purposes of this
in mind that

discussion please bear
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present meaning of the word which I
defined earlier in my talk. After
MITSUKURI Rinsho translated
Chambers’ book “The Theory of
Education,” following the translations of
other of foreign books on education, the
usage of the word “kyouiku” spread
throughout Japan.

Therefore, to trace the history of this
word, it is necessary to trace the way in
which Japanese writers and translators
absorbed it from overseas.

In fact, originally education did not have
the meaning “ an intentional act.” If you
look up OED, you can find the following
definition of education, as the first item;
“The process of nourishing or rearing a
child or young person, or an animal.” You
can also find the editors’ note which says
this meaning is no longer ascribed to the

word.

This means that education existed not as
an intentional act, but as a behavior for
fulfilling one’s physical needs. In this
sense, education was connected to the
world of human birth centered on
midwifery. The word “instruction” was

used to mean teaching with intention.

You can find the same kind of story in
Chinese characters that used in Japan.
Kyouiku consists of Kyou and Iku. These
characters are listed in Shuowén Jiézi.
Let me write them on the blackboard for

you.
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What do they mean?

First, the upper character Kyou is the
hieroglyphic which describes a message
from God.

This character means listening to the
voice from the heaven and passing the
message in that voice to others.

On the other hand, the upper part of the
of TIku the
overturned form of + which means
“child”.
nurtured in a mother’s womb.
This

education in the sense of the word I

original character 1s

The lower part means “fetus”

particular character means
mentioned earlier.

From the viewpoint of the history of
Chinese characters, Kyouiku, which we
has different
The

character is far too distinguished to be

use today, several

meanings. meaning of each
used in combination to have a single
meaning.
We can say that education, translated
into Kyouiku, could be described only
with Tku.

However, from the 17th century onwards,
and especially throughout the 18th
century, the word of education (Iku) has
begun to be supplanted by that of
instruction (Kyou) . This process was
completed in the first half of the 19th
century.

Why did this happen?
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One reason is that the schooling as we
know now became a popular social

institution.

. The prevalence of school detached the

meaning of education from the world of
birth and defined it as an intentional
act.

The original form of school as a social
institution that we know today first
appeared as a monitorial school in
Britain in the 18tk century.

Such schools were founded to force the
working-class children to go to school
and bring them up as workers of the
next generation. These schools became
one of the instruments that created the
discipline necessary for factory work.
The number of such schools spread
explosively due to their efficiency in
what they had set out to do.

The picture I have drawn is a simple
sketch of the monitorial school which
was advocated by Joseph Lancaster.
This side is a platform, and the lines in
center means chairs. This semicircle is
the place where students in a group take
a class. A teacher does not teach alone
all the time. A monitor selected from
of

students was assigned the task

teaching others.

In this school, the preferable way of
sitting on the chair or standing up were
shown, and students were required to

acquire such habits

25. fﬁfﬁﬁw \%ﬁ@%giﬁgg T8, ZokorE=1 25. 1 will not discuss this in further detail
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for lack of time. In short, monitorial
schools spread out in various forms.
The types of

experienced in our lives are the end

school which we
result of the 18th century monitorial
school model.

The result of the spread of this type of
school caused the act of education to be
monopolized by school.

School as an intentional act of regulating
learning removed the connection that
previously existed between education
and birth. Hence, the new institution
of school created the definition of
education I described above.

The prevalence of schools is said to have
changed the nature of education at
home. Originally, the mainstream of
education at home was education (Iku)
that was connected with the world of
birth.

However, as the view of education based
on school became popular, the meaning
of education changed. The old meaning
of education which was connected to the
world of physical birth was expunged.
The new meaning entered into the
family home, and became the
mainstream.

As a result, mothers who took a main
role in ITku connected to the world of
birth were given a new domestic task.
They took the role of a schoolteacher.
This is the history of the way in which
education gained the meaning which is

commonly accepted today. I would like
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Let us review what I have talked about
thus far.

Education can be defined as an intentional
act with an aim of enabling people to
acquire the necessary skills.

Further, as I explained, this word
previously had quite a different meaning
and also has a particular history that is
connected to the rise of modern society and
contemporary family structure.

Next, I would like to focus on some
presuppositions that are apparent in the
meaning of education.

The first is the presupposition that the
educators know what is “right” and “true.”

This contains various kinds of knowledge,
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skills, emotions, and ways of thinking. If
the educators did not posses knowledge,
they would not be able to act intentionally

to promote people to acquire skills.

This presupposition also makes it possible
for the educators to justify their existence.
In other words, this presupposition is a
guarantee of the social acceptance of their
authority.

This authority also justifies the physical
punishment teachers use on students. In
Japanese schools, physical punishment still
takes place despite the fact it has been
officially abolished. As a student I have
had the experience of being struck by a
teacher and I was also made to stand up
and wait outside the class.

There may be several reasons for physical

I think that the

presupposition I have explained above is

punishment, and

one of them.
That 1s,

learner who does not know what is “right”

the educator can punish the

and “true.”

This way of thinking has a long history.
Pestalozzi, a famous scholar of education,
says, “Whenever children show stubborn
and rude attitudes, I take a strict attitude
and punish them,” thus admitting that he
resorts to physical punishment.

In this case, Pestalozzi, the educator, is
regarded as an agent of the Almighty God.

He develops a theory and therefore he can



gdoo0oo0ooooouooooo
00000 Nagoya University 2010

Z Hrox bl . . .
12. 7= 7‘: L._X2&ZayFix,. +E8H EEMICE physically punish his students.

- T]_ N ﬁ ﬂ ) ?ztb_(i%foj X %%é’%( L7 12. However, I should point out that he
% o El 1524&,_?%3#5 LIS TH < b advocates that only parents can use
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physical punishment on their children
because they live together as a family unit.
He that be

authorized to apply such punishment

states teachers cannot
because they do not live with children and
that there is no relationship of trust
between the two parties. In short, the

educator is not a parent.

13. =C, C i? 0)%%&":': 7%5 DEL X, /}E(OD 13. Let us move on to the next presupposition,
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to know, or that they potentially know what
is “right” and “true.” However eagerly the
educators act, if the learners did not have
an ability to absorb the contents of

education, the act itself would become

726 % Y HHAERORV B Ol 25 TL  meaningless.

FVET,
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same kind of human beings is a fixed

assumption.

It does not seem real to think that the

WoH o il‘ﬁi’“f XHED fﬁ%%ﬁx;}?) D EH learners know in advance the contents of
A, XUy 0)%;%7 TR ATFDO LS education before they are taught. However,

CE s L,
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16. 7F FdE. AR ATV BNEE
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16.

the Greek philosopher Plato thinks so.

Plato regards learning as recollection, and

education as a method to promote it.
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“right” and “true” The learner, on the
other hand, is regarded as a person who, by
nature, has the ability to understand and
know what the educator teaches. In
addition, the learner i1s assumed to be
the of

instruction from the educator. Rousseau

corruptible  without benefit
therefore develops the notion that the
learner needs to be educated by the
educator under good care.
Rousseau is the representative of the
notion of “negative education”. He argues
that we should not expose children to a
cramming-style education system, but
need to educate them in accordance with
their developmental stages.

So should be

emphasized that the theory of education

in conclusion, it

contains the view of education as an
intentional act that is supported by the three
presupposition that I outlines above. I will
stop now and will leave you with this point to
consider. Thank you for coming today. 1

If you see me
Thank

hope we can meet again.
around the campus please say hello.

you for listening.
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